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Oakville Centre House Notes 

The Oakville Centre is a 
shared experience for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Scent-free environment 
The Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts 
encourages a scent-free environment. Please 
be considerate of those in the audience 
who have allergies and/or multiple chemical 
sensitivities and refrain from wearing cologne, 
perfume or other scented products.

Electronics  
Cell phones and other electronic devices 
should be muted and not used while in the 
theatre. Photography and recording devices 
are strictly prohibited inside the auditorium. 

Food and drink  
Food and beverages are available pre-show 
and intermission in the lobby. Please note the 
bar closes once the performance is in progress. 
Food and any outside containers are not 
permitted in the theatre with the exception of 
clear plastic water bottles. During designated 
performances only will all beverages be 
permitted in the theatre. In consideration of 
other patrons, please refrain from opening 
candy or gum wrappers during a performance.

Latecomers 
Latecomers and re-entries will be seated at a 
suitable break determined by the production. 
You may be asked to wait in the lobby.

Children
Babies-in-arms and young children are 
welcome to the Family Series performances. 
Contact the box office for all other 
performances. Each person entering the 
theatre requires a ticket.
 
Group bookings 
Group bookings are available for 10 or more. 
Please contact us at 905-338-4161, ext. 3204. 
All ticket sales are final.

Location
All performances take place in either the 
Willson Auditorium or the Studio Theatre. 

The Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts 
is a division of the Recreation and Culture 
Department of the Town of Oakville. 



Oakville Centre House Notes 

The Oakville Centre and 
the Town of Oakville 
place a high priority on 
accessibility to the public. 
We are constantly striving 
to meet the needs of our 
customers. 

Seating
Patrons requiring wheelchair or accessible 
seating arrangements are asked to call the box 
office at 905-815-2021 or email boxoffice@
oakville.ca. Our box office staff will be happy 
to book accessible seating and answer any 
questions you may have regarding accessibility 
at the Oakville Centre. 

Challenges
The Oakville Centre does have some 
accessibility challenges due to its design and 
age. The main auditorium of 17 rows has a 
steep incline and due to fire regulations and 
for the safety of all patrons, wheelchair and 
walker seating is located in Row S. The theatre 
does not have an elevator.

Washrooms
There is a barrier free washroom on the main 
level in the lobby and one on the lower level 
for studio patrons.

Features
Accessible features include curb cuts at the 
crosswalk and a ramp to the entrance of the 
theatre on Navy Street. Our main entrance 
doors are equipped with electronic openers 
and the auditorium offers handrails.

Assistive hearing
The Oakville Centre offers a 
Sennheiser assistive hearing 
system, free of charge.Patrons can 
access the headset by requesting 
the equipment at the lobby bar 
on their arrival.

Accessible parking
Accessible parking is available on 
Church Street and in the Church 
Street parking lot. These spots are 
best suited for those attending 
performances in the Main 
Auditorium. Accessible parking 
spots on the lower level, at the 
back of the theatre would only 
be suitable for those attending 
an event in the Studio Theatre. 
For additional accessible parking 
spots, please refer to the map on 
page 5.

Oakville Centre Accessibility



The Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts  
is looking for enthusiastic individuals with a 
passion for the arts to volunteer with our team on 
performance nights.

For more information visit OakvilleCentre.ca or contact our 
Volunteer Coordinator at volunteer.ocpa@oakville.ca.

Volunteer with us!



From the QEW or 401, exit at Trafalgar Road 
(Hwy. 3), drive south to Lakeshore Road, turn 
right and park in any of the more than 2,800 
parking spots in Downtown Oakville.

To park behind the Oakville Centre, continue 
along Lakeshore to Navy Street, turn left on 
Navy then make your first right on Water 
Street and follow it along the river. 

Notes 
There are two new “Quick Stop”( 20 minute 
maximum) parking spots on the West side of 
Navy Street (south bound) between Church 
Street and Lakeshore Road East. These offer a 
place to drop off patrons going to the Oakville 
Centre before parking your car.

There is one new accessible parking spot on 
the West side of Navy Street (south bound) 
between Church Street and Lakeshore Road 
East. 

Please note stopping on Navy Street in front 
of the theatre to drop off patrons is not 
permitted.

The Oakville Centre for the 
Performing Arts
130 Navy Street, Oakville, ON L6J 2Z4  
Tel: 905-815-2021 OakvilleCentre.ca
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Dan Cooper Concert Series

Gowan 
Friday, January 13, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, and raised in 
Canada, Lawrence Gowan enjoyed a lengthy 
and successful solo career with four Platinum 
and three Gold albums and one Gold single 
to his credit, prior to joining Styx in 1999 
as keyboardist and one of their three lead 
vocalists. 

At age 19, Gowan achieved an ARCT in 
classical piano performance from the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in Toronto. 

As a solo artist, he released six studio albums 
in the ’80s and ’90s, leading to a Best Of… 
greatest hits record in 1997. Gowan’s second 
album, Strange Animal (1985), was recorded 
at Tittenhurst Park in England, then the home 
of Ringo Starr and former home to John 
Lennon, who recorded his highly influential 
Imagine album (1971) in the same home 
studio. Strange Animal went triple platinum in 
Canada, and the video for “A Criminal Mind” 
(a song he continues to perform solo and also 
with Styx) won the Juno Award for Best Video 
of 1985. 

Gowan albums have featured guest 
appearances from Jon Anderson of Yes, Alex 
Lifeson of Rush, Jerry Marotta and David 
Rhodes of Peter Gabriel, Tony Levin of Peter 
Gabriel and King Crimson, Robert Fripp of 
King Crimson, and John Sebastian of The 
Lovin’ Spoonful. 

In 1998, Gowan was invited to play his 
original piece “Healing Waters” with the BBC 
Orchestra at the opening of Princess Diana’s 
Memorial at her home in Althorp, England. 
Four of Gowan’s songs have been certified 
with SOCAN (ASCAP) Classic Awards, each 
having surpassed 100,000 spins on Canadian 
radio. In 2011 he was awarded a star on 
the Walk of Fame from his hometown of 
Scarborough, Toronto Canada. 

As a member of Styx, Gowan has recorded 
four studio albums, three live DVDs/Blu-rays 
and toured the world over, playing more than 
1,600 shows with the band. He continues to 
abide in the hope that the Gods of Rock will 
smile upon him for many years to come.





Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Classic Albums Live
Billy Joel: The Stranger 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

BILLY JOEL – THE STRANGER
BY IRA MAYER
ROLLING STONE

This is the first Billy Joel album in some time 
that has significantly expanded his repertoire. 
While Streetlife Serenade and Turnstiles had 
occasional moments, the bulk of Joel’s most 
memorable material was on Cold Spring 
Harbor — despite its severe technical flaws — 
and Piano Man, which gave him his only major 
single success. This time, while such songs as 
“Movin’ Out” and “Just the Way You Are” are 
forced and overly simplistic, the imagery and 
melodies of The Stranger more often than not 
work.

Together with producer Phil Ramone, Joel has 
achieved a fluid sound occasionally sparked 
by a light soul touch. It is a markedly different 
effect than his pound-it-out-to-the-back-rows 
concert flash, although the title song, “Only 
the Good Die Young” and “Get It Right the 
First Time” will adapt to that approach as 
readily as, say, such a Joel signature piece as 
“Captain Jack.”

“She’s Always a Woman,” which sounds 
misleadingly tender, is the key to the 
difference between The Stranger and 
Joel’s other LPs. We don’t expect subtlety 
or understatement from him and, indeed, 
his lyrics can be as smartassed as ever. But 
Ramone’s emphasis on sound definitely lessens 
the impact of the sarcasm, which in the long 
run may help boost Joel’s career immeasurably. 

In the meantime, old fans will have to listen 
more carefully than usual.





Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

Prophecy Fog 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Written and Performed by Jani Lauzon

Once home to sacred ceremonies, UFO conventions, an airport and 
Howard Hughes favorite restaurant, Giant Rock now stands covered 
in graffiti and surrounded by broken bottles and the silence 
synonymous with the sand swept Mojave Desert. Near by stands 
the “Integratron”, an acoustically perfect dome built by Giant Rock 
homesteader and Ufologist, George Van Tassel with instructions 
from his Venusian contactees. The Integratron now serves as a 
meditation retreat, Van Tassel’s original dream of a time machine 
never realized.

Prophecy Fog weaves together the performance skills of veteran 
raconteur Jani Lauzon and the expertise of Production Designer 
Melissa Joakim, along with Director Franco Boni to elicit a conscious 
remembering of ancient prophecies that speak to rock teachings, 
star beings and earth changes.

Come join us in a meditation under Giant Rock, a sound bath at the 
“Integratron” and if the stars align, a ride in an alien spacecraft.





Lakeshore Securities Comedy Series

Ali Hassan 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Deconstructing a chef’s journey from food to 
comedy 

Ali Hassan’s career plans started off as simply 
as anyone’s: become a chef, get a food show 
on television, get a second food show on 
television, be the face of the network and 
have oven mitts with his face on them. But 
sometimes things get in the way of your 
dreams: like your parents’ disappointment, 
your family of four children and your 
successful comedy career. This show is a 
hilarious exposition of Ali’s journey in and out 
of the culinary world in which he spent 12 
years. Think Eat, Pray, Love....minus the Prayer. 

Ali Hassan is a Stand-up Comic and Actor who 
has performed for audiences across Canada 
and internationally. Ali is the host of the CBC 
Radio stand-up comedy show Laugh Out Loud. 
Ali is also heard on CBC Radio, NPR and PRX 
as a frequent guest-host of As It Happens, 
the arts and culture show ‘q’, and for the 
past six consecutive years, he has hosted 
Canada Reads - the annual battle of the books 
celebrating the best of Canadian literature. 
Ali has appeared on the big screen in award-
winning films – Breakaway, French Immersion, 
and as the memorable Lebanese ‘Uncle Stevie’ 
opposite Sean William Scott, Jay Baruchel, and 
Eugene Levy in the hockey hit Goon. 

In 2020, Ali was in the films MySpy, Mafia 
Inc, and Tammy’s Always Dying which had 
its World Premiere at TIFF 2019. His recent 
television roles have included Blood & Treasure 
(CBS), Designated Survivor (ABC), Cardinal 
(CTV), Odd Squad (PBS Kids), Man Seeking 
Woman (FXX), Murdoch Mysteries (CBC) and 
Working Moms (CBC, Netflix). 

Television audiences can also see Ali as a 
recurring guest star on the new CBC sitcom, 
Run The Burbs. Ali has performed at the Just 
for Laughs Festival in Montreal and Toronto’s 
JFL42. Ali also toured across Canada as one of 
the stars of Just For Laughs Comedy Night In 
Canada tour, hosted By Rick Mercer. 

A Canadian Comedy Award nominee, Ali 
has toured his solo show Muslim Interrupted 
around Canada to great acclaim. He also took 
the show to Scotland to perform at the world’s 
largest comedy festival, the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival. In 2022, Ali begins touring his latest 
one man show, based on his decade in the 
food industry, Does This Taste Funny? 

In 2022, make sure to check out his book, Is 
There Bacon in Heaven? that comes out with 
Simon & Schuster. 





Dan Cooper Concert Series

Jann Arden 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Jann Arden is a multi-platinum, award-
winning singer, songwriter, actor and author. 
Arden has released 15 albums with 19 top ten 
singles. Her most recent project, Descendant 
was released in January 2022 and features a 
15-song collection representing the last 18 
months of Arden’s life and headspace. A bold, 
beautiful, and empowering sound of Jann 
Arden, Descendant signifies a return to form 
for the multifaceted artist, reflecting on where 
she came from and where she is headed.

Arden’s accolades include 8 JUNO Awards 
including Female Artist of the Year and 
Songwriter of the Year, 10 SOCAN Awards 
and 4 Western Canadian Music Awards to 
name a few. In 2020, she was announced as 
an inductee into the Canadian Music Hall of 
Fame joining the ranks of Canadian music 
icons including Alanis Morisette, Bryan Adams, 
Barenaked Ladies, Bachman Turner Overdrive, 
Joni Mitchell, Shania Twain and many more. 
Arden has also been inducted into the 
Canadian Association of Broadcasters Hall of 
Fame, has a Star on Canada’s Walk of Fame 
and has been awarded the Order of Canada.

Arden has written five books, the most recent 
being her new memoir IF I KNEW THEN: 
Finding Wisdom in Failure and Power in 
Aging, released October 2020. IF I KNEW THEN 
follows Arden’s 2017 Canadian best-seller, 
FEEDING MY MOTHER: Comfort and Laughter 
in the Kitchen as My Mom Lives with Memory 
Loss, which spent a combined 44 weeks on The 
Globe and Mail bestseller lists.

Season 2 of Arden’s CTV hit original comedy 
series JANN premiered in September 2020. 
With Arden serving as co-creator and star 
of the show where she plays a fictionalized 
version of herself, Season 1 of JANN was the 
most-watched new Canadian comedy series of 
the 2018-19 broadcast season. The third season 
of JANN is set to go into production in early 
2021. 

Whether she is captivating audiences with 
her heartfelt music, entertaining them with 
her quick wit or sharing her written word in 
a boldly honest voice – Arden is a Canadian 
original – a brilliant multi-dimensional talent.





Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

The Queen’s Cartoonists 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

The Queen’s Cartoonists perform music from cartoons! 

Pulling from over 100 years of animation, TQC’s performances are 
perfectly synchronized to the films projected on stage. The band 
matches the energy of the cartoons, leading the audience through 
a world of virtuosic musicianship, multi-instrumental mayhem, and 
comedy.

Projections of animated films dazzle the audience, while the band 
re-creates original soundtracks note-for-note, or writes their own 
fresh compositions to modern pieces, all the while breathing new 
life into two uniquely American forms of art: jazz and animation. 
Tying everything together is the TQC brand of comedy - anecdotes 
about the cartoons and their composers, stream-of-consciousness 
humor, and elements of a musical circus.

Watch your favorite classic cartoon characters interact with the 
musicians on stage, and expect the unexpected from the Golden 
Age of Animation, cult cartoon classics, and modern animated 
films. Inspired by the cross-roads of jazz, classical music, and 
cartoons, TQC features Jazz Age composers like Carl Stalling, 
Raymond Scott, and Duke Ellington, alongside classical giants 
Mozart, Rossini, and R. Strauss (to name just a few).

Since their inception in 2015, the band, hailing from as far away as 
Australia, Bulgaria, and Washington, D.C., now all reside in Queens, 
New York, and are a creative part of the New York jazz scene. The 
band has brought their unique concert experience to performing 
arts centers, clubs, and festivals all across the United States and 
Europe. The Queen’s Cartoonists have opened for the New York 
Philharmonic and are the only artist in the 40-plus year history of 
the Blue Note Jazz Club in New York City to sell out multiple all-
ages shows. 





Acura of Oakville Family Series
In Association with Munz & Planche Family Fund For the Performing Arts

Paddington Gets into a 
Jam 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 @ 7:00 p.m.

In this original slapstick comedy, Paddington goes next door to 
borrow a cup of sugar from his neighbor Mr. Curry, who is in a 
panic because he’s expecting a visit from his Great Aunt Matilda. 
And so, Paddington volunteers to help Mr Curry with his to-do list 
before her imminent arrival.

Throughout the afternoon Paddington attempts items on the 
list – repair the pipes in the bathroom, vacuum the floors, install 
new wallpaper, bake a cake…. But in typical Paddington fashion, 
nothing goes to plan. The pipes burst and flood the bathroom. 
The vacuum cleaner misbehaves and leaves dust everywhere. 
Paddington adds too much self-rising flour to the cake, and his 
efforts at wallpapering turn into catastrophic (and sticky) chaos!

Will Paddington be able to fix everything before Great Aunt 
Matilda arrives?





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Freedom! Featuring Beau 
Dixon 
Friday, February 3, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Freedom! was originally presented at the Stratford Festival.

FREEDOM!:
THE SPIRIT AND LEGACY OF BLACK MUSIC
featuring BEAU DIXON

From the moment Black people landed on North American soil, 
their music took root and became the basis of much of the popular 
music we hear today. 

There is an endless list of exceptional Black musicians who have 
been lost to history while their white counterparts gained fame. 
From church hymnals to the blues, from jazz to rock ’n’ roll, R&B 
and rap, we owe much of our musical history to Black culture, and 
it’s time to give credit where it is due. This company of superb Black 
performers and musicians was the great hit of the 2021 Stratford 
Cabaret Series.





Dan Cooper Concert Series

The Original Wailers: 
featuring Al Anderson 
Wednesday, February 8, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

In 1974 when Bob Marley went solo, on the brink of international 
stardom, he surprised the music community by choosing as 
American born lead guitarist, Al Anderson. It was Anderson’s 
stunning lead work on such classics as “No Woman, No Cry”, & 
“Three O’clock Road Block”, that first alerted rock fans to the 
Wailer’s music. 

Andersons’ musical achievements with Bob Marley & The Wailers 
include the platinum award winning albums, Live at the Lyceum, 
Babylon by Bus and ten times platinum album Legend. 

The Orignal Wailers received their own Grammy nomination in 
2013 for their album Miracle making it Andersons’ second Grammy 
Nomination. Al Anderson is the sole member of the Bob Marley & 
The Wailers mid - 1970’s lineup in the Original Wailers. 

The Original Wailers also include Chet Samuel (Lead Vocals / 
Guitar), Omar Lopez (Bass Guitar), Paapa Nyarkoh (Drums), and 
Adrian AK Cisneros (Keyboards and Organ) who continue the 
legacy of Bob Marley & The Wailers’ music.





Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

The Knitting Pilgrim 
Thursday, February 9, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

The Knitting Pilgrim is a multidisciplinary 
one-person theatrical experience that uses 
storytelling, image projection and a one-of-a-
kind textile installation called Stitched Glass.

Created by actor, writer and knitter Kirk 
Dunn, Stitched Glass is a triptych of large 
hand-knitted panels, designed in the style 
of stained-glass windows, which looks at the 
commonalities and conflicts amongst the 
Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. The textile masterwork was supported 
by a Chalmers Foundation grant through the 
Ontario Arts Council in 2003, and took Kirk an 
incredible 15 years to complete. There is no 
other knitting project like it in the world.

Kirk and seasoned writer Claire Ross Dunn 
co-wrote The Knitting Pilgrim, which uses 
the Stitched Glass panels – collectively over 
90 pounds of knitting – as its set. The play 
recounts Kirk’s artistic and spiritual journey 
of hand-knitting the project, and his hope 
to contribute to the vital conversation about 
xenophobia, Antisemitism and Islamophobia.

“The hope has always been to create 
conversation,” says Kirk, who sought out 
Christian, Muslim and Jewish consultants to 
help him research and design the artwork and, 
more personally, to learn about the feelings 
and experiences of others. “A conversation 
between all people—believers and non-
believers—who find themselves in conflict. 
How can we better understand and empathize 
with each other? Everyone has a unique 
background, point of view, and experience, 
and at the same time, many experiences are 
universal. Focusing on what knits us together, 
rather than what pulls us apart, is a place to 
start.”

Knitting is encouraged during the show if 
audience members are so inclined—Kirk 
has yarn and needles to give out onstage. 
People can also Bring Their Own Knitting 
(#BYOK). Kirk is using the audience’s knitting 
to assemble a giant Moebius Strip, a curiously 
paradoxical object that has significance in the 
play. 

And for those audience members who want to 
find out more about the iconography of the 
knitted tapestries themselves, Kirk and Claire 
produced a digital interview and podcast series 
during COVID called The Knitting Pilgrim Talks. 
In each short episode, Kirk has a conversation 
with an expert about the theme of a particular 
section of each tapestry. The series, which airs 
on Youtube, and is also available as a podcast, 
is ideal for general audiences who are curious 
to know more, and for student audiences as a 
pre- or post-show activity.

Stitched Glass was supported by the Ontario 
Arts Council through the Chalmers Foundation. 
The Knitting Pilgrim was supported by the 
Toronto Arts Council and the Canada Council 
for the Arts. The Knitting Pilgrim Talks was 
supported by the Ontario Arts Council.





Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Classic Albums Live
Paul Simon: Graceland 
Friday & Saturday, February 10 & 11, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Paul Simon – Graceland
Sputnik Music 2015

In essence, Graceland is a pop album, one 
full of upbeat rhythm, dancing, and catchy 
lyrics. This is no new formula for Paul Simon, 
a master of his craft in guitar picking and folk 
melodies. However, the immersion of new 
musical styles added a whole new layer of 
wonder and creativity to the mix. 

Western music was no stranger to its roots as 
exemplified by other notable rock musicians 
of their time. Even so, Paul Simon’s excursion 
to Johannesburg added a new dimension to 
the game. We are given mixtures of American 
pop music, soaked with Zulu compositions of 
a cappella singing, and landscapes full and 
bright with drums and horns and strings. 

The South African group Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo provides a great deal of 
contribution to songs too with traditional 
African chants of their culture. Songs Like 
“Homeless” and “Diamonds on the Soles of 
Her Shoes” give the listener a glimpse of the 
talent that drew Simon to want to showcase 
these beautiful a cappella medleys on his 
record. Even so, Mambazo steps outside their 
boundaries too; where they came from a 
strictly a cappella background, the recording 
process provided grounds to sing along with 
music as well. 

“Diamonds” begins with the group singing 
on their own to introduce the song, with 
Simon soon joining in the fray, and slowly 

picks up with the rest of the band and evolves 
into a sophisticated ensemble of voices and 
instrumentation alike. This provides for one of 
the better songs on the record, and probably 
the best representation of what this entire 
experiment yielded as far as the combination 
of Simon’s savvy and the African inspiration 
goes.

Graceland’s ability to channel fun, dandy 
melodies, and also conscious pieces on South 
African triumph, struggle, and persecution 
makes for a classic album in the sense of its 
legend and prowess in society almost 30 years 
after the release. It is encouraging to see 
how important Graceland was in shaping and 
changing people’s opinions about foreign 
concepts of recording and writing. The music 
here in a way trumps the spite and controversy 
surrounding it, in that it ties people together. 

His worldwide touring and promotion for 
the record show Paul Simon’s ability to bring 
different cultures and people together, most 
visible in his stop in Zimbabwe. People of all 
walks of life and different cultures watching in 
the audience and performing on stage paint 
an incredibly wonderful picture for the future, 
perhaps not necessarily dissolving the racial 
outcry and damages done, but bringing folks 
closer to each other in understanding and 
love, all highlighted by the universal language 
that binds them, music.





Lakeshore Securities Comedy Series

Hyprov: Colin Mochrie & Asad Mecci 
Friday, February 17, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

The most interactive comedy show in the 
world!

“The Audience erupted in laughter.  It killed”! 
– The New York Times
 
HYPROV (pronounced hip-rawv) is coming to 
you straight from a 70-show run Off-Broadway 
in New York City!!  HYPROV is “hilarious and 
fascinating’’ (says Time Out New York) and is 
“catnip for those who relish spontaneity and 
informality,” (The Wall Street Journal). The 
New Yorker says, “say yes to HYPROV,”! 
 
The 100-minute live show combines hypnosis 
and improv - two art forms that have mystified 
and entertained fans, skeptics and everyone 
in between worldwide - for a totally unique 
comedy experience that The Times of London 
declared “a celebration of the human 
imagination.”
 

Your evening begins with Hypnotist 
Extraordinaire, Asad Mecci welcoming 20 
volunteers* on stage to be hypnotized. 
The most receptive to hypnosis then join 
Colin Mochrie (Whose Line is it, Anyway?) 
to improvise the rest of the show, while 
hypnotized.  
 
In the hands of two experts, and solely crafted 
from the volunteers’ uninhibited, unconscious 
minds and audience suggestions, each 
show is an entirely original and completely 
unforgettable theatrical experience.
 
Whether in the audience or on stage 
performing, get ready to have the time of your 
life!!
 

*Participation is completely voluntary





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Choir! Choir! Choir! 
Saturday, February 18, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

“Choir! Choir! Choir! has fashioned a 
profound way for people to connect and 
interact” - The New Yorker

“Choir! Choir! Choir! has grown into a 
national phenomenon by tapping into a 
need that people share - and have few 
opportunities to actually do - joining together, 
opening their hearts and raising their voices in 
song.” - CBC

Choir! Choir! Choir! is a Toronto-based singing 
group led by creative directors Nobu Adilman 
and Daveed Goldman. The duo takes a non-
traditional approach; there are no auditions, 
and the audience is the choir. Show up and 
they’ll teach you an original arrangement to a 
song you love. 

Founded in 2011, Choir! Choir! Choir! 
has amassed a dedicated and passionate 
community of singers and a thriving 
international fan base on YouTube amassing 
10s of millions of views on some of their 
videos. 

The group has performed with renowned 
artists such as Patti Smith, David Byrne, Rick 
Astley, Tegan and Sara, and Rufus Wainwright, 
and onstage at New York’s Carnegie Hall and 
Radio City Music Hall with the likes of Debbie 
Harry and The Flaming Lips. 

They’ve created content for NBC’s Jesus Christ 
Superstar with Hamilton’s Brandon Victor 
Dixon. And they they’ve performed at the 
MET in New York for New York Pride and 
hosted their own float in Toronto Pride. They 
remembered Canadian music hero, Gord 
Downie, by performing “Grace Too” with the 
surviving members of the Tragically Hip to 
10,000 fans in Toronto. 

Choir! Choir! Choir! exists to celebrate music 
and push the boundaries between practice 
and performance, artist and audience, offering 
therapeutic benefits with the ultimate side 
effect: a powerful community.





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Mardi Gras Mambo
Featuring the Dirty Dozen Brass Band 
& Nathan Williams 
Saturday, March 4, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Formed in 1977, The Dirty Dozen Brass Band are the pioneers of the 
modern New Orleans brass band movement, recognized worldwide 
as an unstoppable musical machine whose name is synonymous 
with genre bending romps and high octane performances. 

They have been featured guests both in the studio and on stage 
with artists including Elvis Costello, Dr. John, Widespread Panic, 
Modest Mouse, Dave Matthews Band, The Black Crowes and many 
others. 

Nathan Williams plays zydeco, the fast and furious accordion-driven 
dance music of the Creole people of South Louisiana, a relatively 
modem style that emerged after the Second World War. With its 
trademark rubboard percussion, electric guitars and R&B Influences, 
zydeco is distinct from the fiddle-driven music of neighboring 
Cajuns.





Studio Series

Adrian Sutherland 
Friday, March 10, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Adrian Sutherland is a roots-rock artist with 
heart from Attawapiskat First Nation on the 
James Bay. He’s a singer, songwriter, musician, 
recording artist, speaker, and advocate. He’s 
also a father of four, grandfather to four, 
a traditional knowledge keeper, respected 
cultural leader, and fluent in Mushkegowuk 
Cree. 

After building his own recording studio in a 
sea-can out of necessity during the pandemic, 
Adrian finished scoring his first television 
series and completed tracking for his debut 
solo album (for release September 17). He is 
presently writing his first book for Penguin 
Random House Canada about growing up in 
Attawapiskat, a remote and sometimes-harsh 
place he still chooses to call home.

The fascinating frontman and founder of all-
Cree rockers Midnight Shine, Adrian released 
four albums with the band before shifting into 
solo projects in 2019. Debut single “Politician 
Man” hit #1 on the Indigenous Music 
Countdown, and won Best Performing Arts & 
Entertainment at Canada’s oldest film festival. 
Second single “Respect the Gift” debuted in 
January 2021 on The Strombo Show, and also 
reached #1 on the IMC. “Right Here”, the first 
single from his upcoming album, was released 
in June and is earning national attention for 
its music video made from 1600 selfies.

Adrian cares deeply about many causes, and 
is using his music and voice to share first-
hand perspective on issues facing First Nations 
like contaminated water, housing shortages, 
food insecurity, addiction, mental health, and 
suicide. At a time of growing awareness about 
Reconciliation, Adrian is hopeful for Canadians 
to better understand one another, and take 
further steps together. 

Outside of music, Adrian is an entrepreneur 
in Attawapiskat who runs an eatery and 
convenience store with wife Judy. Early in 
his career he was a certified EMT, providing 
emergency paramedic services all over 
Northern Ontario. He was proud to be 
nominated for the 2016 Ontario Premier’s 
Awards for his unwavering commitment and 
dedication to the North.





Lakeshore Securities Comedy Series

Paul Reiser 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Comedian, actor, television writer, author and 
musician Paul Reiser is one of Hollywood’s 
most prolific creatives—and he shows no signs 
of slowing down.

Reiser is starring in two hit shows for Netflix: 
Stranger Things as Dr. Sam Owens, in a role 
created by the Duffer Brothers specifically 
for Reiser, and Chuck Lorre’s The Kominsky 
Method, for which he received an Emmy 
nomination for Outstanding Supporting 
Actor in a Comedy Series. Reiser received rave 
reviews for the latter, where he delivered a 
moving soliloquy on life and loss in a scene 
that MediaPost says “will stand… as one of the 
finest moments seen anywhere on television.”

The multi-faceted actor also revived one of 
his most iconic roles in the highly-anticipated 
return of Mad About You, the long-running 
hit 90s comedy Reiser co-created and starred 
in with Helen Hunt. All seven seasons of the 
original Mad About You and the reboot are 
available for streaming on Amazon Prime. 
Reiser was also seen on Amazon’s Red Oaks 
for three seasons in a role singled out as 
“one of his absolute finest, not just of late, 
but of ever”—and in Mad Men creator Matt 
Weiner’s limited Amazon series The Romanoffs 
alongside Christina Hendricks and Isabelle 
Huppert. 

Throughout his prolific career, Reiser 
has worked with both independent and 
mainstream filmmakers. Reiser earned 
acclaim for his supporting roles in the 
Academy Award-winning film Whiplash, John 
McDonagh’s War on Everyone and frequent 
collaborator Jeff Baena’s The Little Hours 
and Horse Girl, which premiered at Sundance 
2020 and is the fourth film the pair has 
worked on together. Recently, Reiser starred 
alongside Kevin Hart in the touching comedy 
Fatherhood, out now on Netflix.

Reiser is a fixture behind the camera as 
well. He co-created and co-produced There’s 
Johnny!, a seven-episode series which 
originally streamed on Hulu and now streams 
on Peacock. The show premiered to critical 
praise, with Decider saying There’s Johnny! is 
“a television experience unlike any I’ve seen 
on TV in recent years” and “unfolds like a 
dream, a memory fondly recalled.”





Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Classic Albums Live
U2: The Joshua Tree 
Saturday, March 25, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

U2 – The Joshua Tree
Pitchfork Review 2007

U2 started out as a scrappy band riding the 
punk wave out of Ireland, but from the 
beginning they clearly had their sights on 
America. And indeed, the States ate up U2’s 
bombast, landing both War (1983) and The 
Unforgettable Fire (1984) in the U.S. top 20. 
The group fed off that enthusiasm, criss-
crossing the country as much as its schedule 
allowed. The more the band’s fan base grew, 
the harder U2 worked to get even bigger, and 
in 1987 they enjoyed their breakthrough into 
superstadom thanks to The Joshua Tree, which 
went on to sell 10 million copies in the U.S. 
alone.

Funnily enough, while The Joshua Tree once 
and for all catapulted U2 to permanent 
superstardom, the album marks something of 
a conscious refinement of the group’s sound. 
The album was nowhere near as strident 
as War or as radically overwrought as The 
Unforgettable Fire (which was, lest one forget, 
recorded in a frickin’ castle). Reunited with 
producers Daniel Lanois and Brian Eno, it’s as 
if the band finally took a moment to ponder 
the wide-open American spaces it had been 
traveling through for years and applied those 
musical and cultural observations to its songs. 
It’s an album made for dusty, empty flyover 
country.

U2 have always flirted with charismatic 
Christianity, and the Joshua Tree songwriting 
process finds the band in a particularly 
reflective mood; “I Still Haven’t Found What 
I’m Looking For” and” “With or Without You” 
are steeped in religious imagery, but even 
their constant radio rotation hasn’t robbed 
these introspective songs of their potency or 
effectiveness. 

Smartly, U2 balanced those personal songs 
with more universal tracks, often with an 
emphasis on forgotten people and forgotten 
places around the globe: “Red Hill Mining 
Town” (about the mid-80s UK miners strike), 
“Exit” (inspired by Norman Mailer’s Gary 
Gilmore tome The Executioner’s Song), 
“Mothers of the Disappeared” (about 
Argentina’s murdered political dissidents), and 
“Bullet the Blue Sky” (about U.S. meddling in 
Central America).





Acura of Oakville Family Series

Ugly Duckling 
Sunday, March 26, 2023 @ 1:00 p.m.

Lightwire Theater brings a classic tale to the 
modern stage in an unforgettable theatrical 
experience. 

Lined with electroluminescent wire, the 
beloved story of “The Ugly Duckling” plays 
out on stage through a cutting-edge blend 
of puppetry, technology and dance. With 
dazzling visuals, poignant choreography and 
the creative use of music ranging from classical 
to pop. This production brings this story into a 
new and brilliant light.

Lightwire Theater has been featured as 
semi-finalists on NBC’s America’s Got Talent 
and winners of Tru TV’s Fake Off. The group 
combines theater and technology to bring 
stories to life in complete darkness and are 
internationally recognized for their signature 
brand of electroluminescent artistry.  

Lightwire co-creators Ian Carney and Corbin 
Popp met in New York City while dancing in 
Twyla Tharp’s Movin’ Out on Broadway. An 
immediate connection was made between the 
kindred spirits as they discovered their mutual 
love of art, theater and technology. After 
coming across a product called, “el wire,” the 
lights turned on and the possibilities seemed 
endless. Together, with their wives Eleanor 
and Whitney, they began to experiment with 
shapes and designs to develop puppetry-based 
neon creatures that quickly came to life.

Based in New Orleans, Lightwire Theater 
continues to create and deliver innovative 
theatrical experiences to audiences worldwide 
including: Hong Kong, Estonia, Canada, 
Belarus, China, Abu Dhabi, and as finalists on 
My TF1’s, The Best Le Meilleur Artiste in Paris.





Dan Cooper Concert Series

Bachman & Bachman 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Out of a global pandemic comes a new story from Father-Son duo 
Randy & Tal Bachman. 

Following the success of their respected musical careers (The Guess 
Who, Bachman-Turner Overdrive and Tal Bachman’s solo success), 
the pair now tell stories through song and visuals as Bachman & 
Bachman. The show includes a mix of old hits and brand new songs 
they’ve written together from their forthcoming album Shadows of 
Yesterday. 

Shadows of Yesterday brings you a 13 chapter masterpiece built 
over two generations. The new album will also serve as the 
soundtrack for an upcoming documentary in the works about 
Randy’s lost and found Gretsch guitar.





Dan Cooper Concert Series

Big Wreck 
Thursday, March 30, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

In the early weeks of 2020, the members of Big Wreck were 
returning home after a heavy few months of touring, ready to 
settle into a cyclical period of workshopping and woodshedding 
new material. Of course, an emerging global pandemic 
unwelcomely extended a few months of creative respite into nearly 
a year-and-a-half of inactivity and uncertainty. But borrowing 
whatever adage you’d like about lemonade or open windows, 
frontman Ian Thornley and his bandmates decided to take full 
advantage of the downtime. 

“It was a crazy and uncertain time, but I kind of fell right into my 
rhythm,” Thornley recalls. “There are sounds we’ve never gone 
for before,” Following that lengthy span of experimentation and 
gestation, the band hit the studio. The result is a wealth of riches 
for the Big Wreck faithful and new fans alike; 15 tracks divided into 
three EPs that capture the essence of every entry in their celebrated 
back catalogue while pushing into some unexplored sonic territory.

Joining Thornley and long time bassist Dave McMillan for the 
sessions is guitarist Chris Caddell, who entered the fold in 2019 
following the passing of founding guitarist Brian Doherty. Another 
fixture in the line-up is drummer Sekou Lumumba, who performed 
with Thornley’s eponymous solo project in the early aughts and a 
diverse group of other big names since. 

The moratorium on live concerts through the pandemic may be the 
biggest curveball of his career, considering Big Wreck’s penchant 
and reputation for impactful performances. They’re hungry to 
get back to bombarding audiences with their signature brand of 
rock, and fortunately, their latest work was seemingly built for 
the big festival stages and headlining runs. Indeed, from both the 
stereo and stage, Big Wreck are sure to leave fans satiated and, 
considering the breadth of fresh and familiar sounds in their latest 
tour de force, anticipating where they might musically venture next





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

TREATY: 
A Reconciliation Revelry 
Friday, March 31, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

TREATY: A Reconciliation Revelry, a concert event produced and 
directed by Tim Johnson, takes viewers on a journey of varied 
experiences that lead Canadians through stories of encounter and 
conflict to resolution, landing on uplifting notes of recognition, 
understanding, and respect.

The program’s stories and messages, conveyed through video, 
narrative, and, of course, music, are situated in the realm of 
contemporary issues and events, but that provide audiences with 
historical context for understanding Indigenous experiences and 
Indigenous realities today. Brief film segments featuring Indigenous 
and Canadian leaders in civil society, education, culture, and the 
arts speak to the themes identified by a list of definitions of select 
words, thereby building a story that seeks to pave the way forward 
for Truth and Reconciliation.

Generating the energy that sustains the production is an ensemble 
of renowned and award-winning Indigenous and allied musicians.

Through this engaging concert, TREATY: A Reconciliation Revelry 
seeks to focus public attention on Indigenous contributions 
to Canada writ large and their struggle to have appropriate 
acknowledgement embedded within the conscience of the country.





Dan Cooper Concert Series

Jesse Cook 
Wednesday, April 12, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

A career spanning twenty five years has 
brought this Canadian guitarist multiple 
accolades including a coveted Acoustic Guitar 
Magazine ‘Player’s Choice Silver Award’, 
eleven Juno Award nominations (he won for 
2001’s ‘Free Fall’), a Gemini Award and, most 
impressively, ten platinum and gold studio 
albums. Moreover, he has sold out concert 
halls the world over, produced five PBS 
television specials and five live CD’s. Not a bad 
legacy for a guy who never planned to release 
an album.

“If you had asked me at age 22, I would have 
said that I would never, never make music 
for the public,” Jesse Cook says with a laugh.     
“...Well, it turns out I did the thing I said I’d 
never do, and somehow it’s worked out.”

That’s an understatement. Since launching 
his career with 1995’s Tempest, Cook has 
blazed an incredible trail. Along with being 
a global-guitar virtuoso, he’s honed his skills 
as a composer, producer, arranger, performer 
and, more recently, filmmaker and cultural 
ambassador. 

As a child he was introduced to flamenco while 
spending summers at his father’s house in the 
Camargue region of southern France. John 
Cook’s neighbour happened to be Nico Reyes, 
guitarist for The Gypsy Kings. Meanwhile 
his mother, Heather Cook, with whom he 
lived, enrolled him in Toronto’s prestigious 
Eli Kassner Guitar Academy. Cook’s musical 
education continued at the world renowned 
Royal Conservatory, Toronto’s York University 
and the esteemed Berklee College in Boston. 
He set his sights on a career as a composer. 
That was until an Ontario cable TV company 
aired his music on the listings channel. 

“Their switchboard got flooded with calls,” he 
recalls. “People even got my number somehow 
and started phoning me at home and asking 
for a CD. And I was saying, ‘I don’t have a CD, 
I’m a background composer guy. I don’t make 
records.’ “This proved to be a critical turning 
point leading Cook to self-produce Tempest at 
home using an eight-track recorder and one 
microphone. Then he delivered the initial run 
of 1,000 CDs from the plant to the distributor 
in his car. Those humble beginnings quickly 
sparked a mighty international career. 

Over the course of his first twenty -five 
years making award winning music for a 
global audience Cook could be forgiven 
should he contemplate retiring or, as he puts 
it,  ‘hanging out at my cottage dipping my 
toes in the water.”  But the fact is he loves 
creating music. And, there’s also the matter of 
some unfinished business interrupted by the 
pandemic. 

“The first year with no touring since my career 
began. I needed a mountain to climb” Cook 
quips.  So, Cook got to work producing 23 (and 
counting) extraordinary solo YouTube videos 
of his favourite songs in which he played all 
the instruments, recorded, and filmed himself. 
The collection is called “Love in the Time of 
Covid” 

Jesse Cook, clearly, has many more years of 
memorable performances ahead of him.





Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Classic Albums Live
Creedence Clearwater Revival: 
Chronicle 
Saturday, April 15, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Creedence Clearwater Revival – Chronicles
Review by Sputnick 

John Fogerty is probably one of the ten 
greatest rock songwriters of all time. You 
could spend your time going through 
Creedence Clearwater Revival’s discography, 
and that is an undertaking that would 
certainly be rewarding, but if you want a quick 
glimpse of Fogerty’s genius, look no further 
than Chronicle Vol.1, one of Creedence’s first 
greatest hits packages and one of the best 
money grabbing compilations ever released.

Chances are, if your parents, uncles, whoever 
the hell you grew up around were blessed 
with a set of ears devoid of cloth and carrying 
a semblance of taste, you’ve heard most of this 
record before. Unless you were born in some 
backwoods gator-infested area ala Bobby 
Boucher in the Waterboy, you’ve been graced 
with the three chord masterstrokes that are 
simply genius in their simplicity. 

In other words, if you haven’t heard 
“Fortunate Son,” you are either an idiot 
yourself or were raised by morons whose taste 
in music could be filed under “pretentious 
dumbbaggery.” Simply put, this is a record 
of 20 songs, 20 songs that hit like a ton of 
bricks yet carry a subtle grace, all carried home 
by Southern confidence melding with a of 
intelligence and understated brilliance.

Chronicle is one of those albums you put on 
shuffle. Why? Because it doesn’t matter which 
track comes up. Sure, “Fortunate Son” is their 
magnum opus and “Proud Mary,” “Green 
River,” “Down on the Corner,” and “Have You 
Ever Seen The Rain” are beyond famous and 
burned into our brains over the course of a 
million soundtracks, compilations, and classic 
rock radio, but you are missing out if you’ve 
never checked out the bayou drenched genius 
of “Suzie Q.” You haven’t heard a meaningful 
power ballad until you’ve put on “Who’ll Stop 
the Rain” and “Long as I Can See the Light.” 
You’ll never hear a better “I’ve been on the 
road for like two years and it really sucks but 
is totally awesome at the same time” until you 
throw on a little “Travelling Band,” and to a 
greater extent, the heart wrenching “Lodi.”

Sure, Fogerty could have made this the 
greatest compilation album of all time if he 
had replaced “Sweet Hitchhiker” and “I Heard 
It Through The Grapevine” with cuts like 
“Midnight Special” and “Born on the Bayou,” 
but let’s not bite the hand that feeds. Let’s 
appreciate Fogerty and all the other dudes 
who are now travelling the country in an 
inexcusable bastardized version of Creedence. 
After all, there’s only one reason the Dude’s 
car got stolen, and it wasn’t because of 
Larry Seller’s homework. It was because of 
CREEDENCE.





Studio Series

Vili V 
Saturday, April 22, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

“His smooth sound and solid lyrics make Vili V 
attractive to a wide audience.” – Stoney Creek 
News

Vili V is a passionate contemporary crooner 
bringing back the art of the ‘50s and ‘60s 
songwriter. Blending various music genres 
with storytelling flair Vili V weaves musical 
narratives that touch the heart and spirit. 
Uplifting songs of romance, beauty, family, 
mystery, and inspiring faith spun from the 
journey of life.  Fans love his smooth voice for 
its versatility and sheer power, and his music 
for its unique soul-stirring vibes.

Born and raised in Hamilton, Canada, to 
Slovenian parents Vili V set the standard early 
on. While other guys in the ’90s were head-
banging to Nirvana, a teenage Vili spent hours 
secretly listening to his favorite vintage artists 
on his parents’ old record player. The die was 
cast!

Since then five of his songs have been 
awarded by the UK Songwriting Contest. 
His debut original album Indigo Blue  was 
released through EMI Music Canada. And, he 
has performed with comedian Russell Peters, 
country legend George Hamilton IV, three-time 
Grammy winner Walter Ostanek, Glass Tiger 
frontman Alan Frew, hip-hop artist Maestro 
Fresh Wes, and Elvis Presley’s original vocal 
group, The Jordanaires. 

Meaningful and soothing, let Vili V’s music 
wash over you and take you to a happier place 
and time.





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Red Baraat 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

The best party band in years – NPR

Red Baraat is a pioneering band from 
Brooklyn, New York. Conceived by dhol player 
Sunny Jain, the group has drawn worldwide 
praise for its singular sound, a merging of hard 
driving North Indian bhangra with elements 
of hip-hop, jazz and raw punk energy. Created 
with no less a purposeful agenda than 
manifesting joy and unity in all people, Red 
Baraat’s spirit is worn brightly on its sweaty 
and hard-worked sleeve.

Reemerging in 2021 with a renewed focus, 
energy and sound, Red Baraat headlined the 
Wolf Trap Performing Arts Center with master 
percussionist, Zakir Hussain, performed at the 
Dubai World Expo, and toured its 10th annual 
Red Baraat Festival of Colors. 

The band’s 2018 album release, Sound The 
People, hit the top 10 on the World Music 
Charts Europe and was heralded in the US as 
the anthem soundtrack for the South Asian 
diaspora by US hipster, indie-rock magazine, 
Stereogum: “The funk, ska-punk, and other 
American forms that make their way into the 
music are layered intricately within the same 
threadwork as the ragas on which these songs 
are pulled from.”

The release of Red Baraat’s 2nd album in 2013, 
Shruggy Ji, debuted at #1 on the Billboard 
World Music charts in the USA and propelled 
the band on a world tour that has yet to stop. 
They’ve performed at Bonnaroo, Austin City 

Limits, globalFEST, Lincoln Center, New Orleans 
Jazz Fest, and Colours of Ostrava, just to name 
a few. Along the way they sold out rooms 
as diverse as the Luxembourg Philharmonic 
and the New York City’s legendary rock club 
Bowery Ballroom, and performed at the 
request of The White House (Obama), TED and 
Olympic Games. 

But even as it’s clear that Red Baraat has built 
a startling history of performances in iconic 
settings, the band’s bread and butter remains 
the sweaty clubs, festivals, packed performing 
arts centers, and college auditoriums that 
keeps the band on the road all over the world 
the last several years. It’s here where Red 
Baraat does what it does best - communing 
with their audience in a joyful, near hedonistic 
celebration of music and dance which, 
tellingly, draws a crowd even more diverse 
than the players on stage. 

The universality of what Red Baraat does is 
undeniable. And this is no happy accident. It is 
the product of intention and design, ”...we’re 
saying that we celebrate life, we celebrate 
devotion — but we also celebrate agitation 
and revolution. If we can unite people of all 
backgrounds and ethnicities to partake in 
the exuberance of life through the universal 
language of music, then life is that much 
sweeter.” 





Lakeshore Securities Comedy Series

Just For Laughs 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Montreal 2023 – Just For Laughs is delighted to be back on the road with some of the funniest 
comedians around! Hosted by Juno nominated stand-up Matt Wright, the evening will feature 
Inside Amy Schumer’s Carmen Lynch, Roast Battle Canada’s Cassie Cao, and The Colbert Report’s 
Jordan Carlos!

Matt Wright is a JUNO Award losing Canadian standup comedian, writer, and actor who has 
appeared on televised galas for Just For Laughs, CBC, and CTV. Matt has written for six seasons 
of This Hour Has 22 Minutes where he was nominated for a Canadian Screen Award. As a 
filmmaker, his short “Snowstorm Roulette” was nominated for Best International Short at the 
Austin Comedy Festival.

Carmen Lynch has appeared on a string of late night TV shows including The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon, The Late Show with Stephen Colbert, and Conan. She has also appeared 
on Inside Amy Schumer, That Damn Michael Che, Life & Beth and the documentary Hysterical. 
Carmen also tours doing stand up in Spanish, has a podcast on SiriusXM called The Human 
CentiPOD in English and another podcast in Spanish titled Podria Ser Peor. Her two comedy 
albums “Vertically Obese” and “Dance Like You Don’t Need the Money” can be found on iTunes 
and Spotify, and a plethora of viral videos on TikTok @carmencomedian.

Cassie Cao is a Canadian Comedy Award winning comedian, writer, and actor based in Toronto. 
Cassie was a “New Faces of Comedy” at the Montreal Just for Laughs Festival. Her standup 
can be seen in the first season of CBC Gem’s The New Wave of Standup, Crave’s The Standup 
Show with Jon Dore, and on both seasons of Roast Battle Canada. As an actor, Cassie can be 
seen in numerous television comedies such as Amazon’s Kids in the Hall reboot, CBC’s sketch 
show Tallboyz, and PBS Kids’ Odd Squad. Cassie was formerly an economist and has years of 
experience telling jokes about the interest rate to prominent Canadian policy makers. 

Jordan Carlos is a stand-up comic and television personality who is best known for his work as 
a writer and on-air contributor for The Nightly Show with Larry Wilmore, The Colbert Report, 
MTV’s Guy Code, Girl Code and Guy Court. He has also appeared on hit series such as HBO’s 
Girls, Showtime’s The Affair, and Comedy Central’s Broad City. Jordan lives in Brooklyn, NY and 
continues to perform his insightful and hilarious stand-up comedy in venues across the country. 
You can listen to him tackle everything from raising kids to splitting checks in WNYC’s podcast, 
Adulting.





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Raven
Monday, May 1, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Raven is a contemporary circus piece performed by the Berlin based 
artist collective ‘still hungry’ and produced by Chamaeleon Berlin. 

The collective consists of the three artists Anke van Engelshoven, 
Lena Ries and Romy Seibt, who came together after many years of 
friendship to create innovative circus pieces together. Their works 
are fresh, feminist, strong, and do not shy away from exploring 
personal themes that are not easily found in circus. 

In Raven, the artists explore the complex theme of motherhood. 
Based on their own experiences as artists and mothers, the 
performers intelligently and strikingly shed light on the stigma of 
the German term “Rabenmutter” (raven mother). 

With the kind support of the Senate Department for Culture and 
Europe.

Funded by Berlin Senate Department for Culture and Europe





Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

The Mantini Sisters
with opening act Vili V 
Friday, May 12, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.
Everywhere The Mantini Sisters go, rave reviews and standing 
ovations follow.  Described as “Canada’s contribution to the great 
female trios”, Sandra, Barbara and Ann have been captivating 
audiences across North America with their powerful voices, 
humour, musical versatility and style. 

With a career spanning nearly three decades, The Mantini Sisters 
continue to win the hearts of music lovers of all ages. Their concerts 
feature popular songs from Swing-Jazz to Broadway and from Folk 
to Country.

The Mantini Sisters have co-written and produced their critically 
acclaimed productions of “Moments to Remember”, “The Ladies 
of Broadway”, “Home For the Holidays”, “The Mantini Sisters - 
Christmas!” and “The Mantini Sisters - Pretty World”.  Under their 
own label, Trio Music, they have co-produced three CD recordings 
including Moments to Remember (1997) which was recorded in 
Toronto at the Glen Gould Studio; The Mantini Sisters – Christmas 
(2004); and Pretty World (2012).

This dynamic trio has had the opportunity to work and share 
the stage with some of Canada’s best artists, musicians and 
Symphony Orchestras. Recognized for their showmanship, The 
Mantini Sisters are recipients of the Niagara Music Award for Best 
Theatrical Performance, and have been honoured with Drayton 
Entertainment’s Terry Doyle Memorial Award for their artistic 
contribution to the theatre company’s first 25 years.  

Learn what thousands of people already know, The Mantini 
Sisters are a polished and professional act that sing with beauty, 
power, humour and theatrical drama. You are sure to enjoy an 
extraordinary evening of musical entertainment and laughter as 
only presented by the charismatic, Mantini Sisters.





Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Classic Albums Live
Led Zeppelin: Physical Graffiti 
Friday & Saturday, May 19 & 20, 2023 @ 8:00 p.m.

Led Zeppelin – Physical Graffitti
Sputnik Music 2012

By the time Led Zeppelin released this 
masterwork they were already worldwide 
superstars and up there competing with The 
Rolling Stones and The Who for the ostensible 
title of ‘The World’s Best Rock Band’, at least 
as far as the music press was concerned. 

This record was a massive commercial and 
critical success. John Paul Jones had seriously 
considered leaving the band during this time 
which interrupted the recording sessions but 
they were eventually re-united and went 
on to record eight songs, the combined 
length of which would not fit onto a single 
LP. Subsequently, the band decided to make 
Physical Graffiti a double album by including 
previously unreleased tracks from earlier 
recording sessions.

It is difficult to know where to start with this 
behemoth of an album. It contains some of 
Led Zeppelin’s best known work in the form 
of “Kashmir”, “Trampled Under Foot” and “In 
My Time of Dying” but there is also much of 
merit to explore in the less well-tread ground. 
“Kashmir” has of course become one of the 
trademark Led Zeppelin songs. Plant and co. 
had already proven that there was a lot more 
to their music than sledgehammer driven 
rock and roll and ‘Kashmir’ demonstrates a 
progressive rock influence with it’s hemiola 
driven momentum. The inexorable groove of 
this masterpiece with Bonham’s unyielding 4/4 
backbeat anchoring the uneven guitar and 
mellotron time signatures pushes the song 
relentlessly forward with a rolling hypnotic 
grace. It is not only for the quality of the music 
that this album, and “Kashmir” in particular, 

became a staple throughout the demo rooms 
of high-end hi-fi specialists; the production on 
here is warm, powerful and open. 

Physical Graffiti is a glorious culmination of 
all the different musical styles Led Zeppelin 
had explored on their previous outings. Their 
bluesy hard rock infused debut, the riff loaded 
second , the folk rock leanings of their third 
album, the masterful blending of light and 
shade on their fourth and the multi-layered 
approach on “Houses of the Holy” which 
included their first foray into funk rock; all 
of this is present on Physical Graffiti but it’s 
mellower, funkier, more dynamic and more 
powerful than anything they had done before. 
But this album is not merely an amalgamation 
of previous endeavours. It has a character all 
of its own. It is bold and dynamic while still 
managing to remain warm and engaging and 
it is dense and complex while still retaining a 
sheen of accessibility.

Robert Plant has stated that he considers 
Physical Graffiti to be Led Zeppelin at its most 
innovative and Jimmy Page has referred to 
it as the high point in the band’s career. And 
who could argue? This is the creative zenith of 
arguably the greatest rock and roll band ever 
to grace the globe and an essential purchase 
for anyone remotely interested in Led Zeppelin 
and their legacy.




