2022 Fall
Season

THE

OAKVILLE
CENTRE
for the
Performing
Arts

Box Office: 905-815-2021
OakvilleCentre.ca

Oakville Centre House Notes

The Oakville Centre is a
shared experience for
everyone to enjoy.

Latecomers

Scent-free environment

Children

The Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts
encourages a scent-free environment. Please
be considerate of those in the audience
who have allergies and/or multiple chemical
sensitivities and refrain from wearing cologne,
perfume or other scented products.

Babies-in-arms and young children are
welcome to the Family Series performances.
Contact the box office for all other
performances. Each person entering the
theatre requires a ticket.

Electronics

Group bookings are available for 10 or more.
Please contact us at 905-338-4161, ext. 3204.
All ticket sales are final.

Cell phones and other electronic devices
should be muted and not used while in the
theatre. Photography and recording devices
are strictly prohibited inside the auditorium.

Food and drink
Food and beverages are available pre-show
and intermission in the lobby. Please note the
bar closes once the performance is in progress.
Food and any outside containers are not
permitted in the theatre with the exception of
clear plastic water bottles. During designated
performances only will all beverages be
permitted in the theatre. In consideration of
other patrons, please refrain from opening
candy or gum wrappers during a performance.

Latecomers and re-entries will be seated at a
suitable break determined by the production.
You may be asked to wait in the lobby.

Group bookings

Location
All performances take place in either the
Willson Auditorium or the Studio Theatre.
The Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts
is a division of the Recreation and Culture
Department of the Town of Oakville.

Oakville Centre Accessibility

The Oakville Centre and
the Town of Oakville
place a high priority on
accessibility to the public.
We are constantly striving
to meet the needs of our
customers.
Seating
Patrons requiring wheelchair or accessible
seating arrangements are asked to call the box
office at 905-815-2021 or email boxoffice@
oakville.ca. Our box office staff will be happy
to book accessible seating and answer any
questions you may have regarding accessibility
at the Oakville Centre.

Challenges
The Oakville Centre does have some
accessibility challenges due to its design and
age. The main auditorium of 17 rows has a
steep incline and due to fire regulations and
for the safety of all patrons, wheelchair and
walker seating is located in Row S. The theatre
does not have an elevator.

Washrooms
There is a barrier free washroom on the main
level in the lobby and one on the lower level
for studio patrons.

Features
Accessible features include curb cuts at the
crosswalk and a ramp to the entrance of the
theatre on Navy Street. Our main entrance
doors are equipped with electronic openers
and the auditorium offers handrails.

Assistive hearing
The Oakville Centre offers a
Sennheiser assistive hearing
system, free of charge.Patrons can
access the headset by requesting
the equipment at the lobby bar
on their arrival.

Accessible parking
Accessible parking is available on
Church Street and in the Church
Street parking lot. These spots are
best suited for those attending
performances in the Main
Auditorium. Accessible parking
spots on the lower level, at the
back of the theatre would only
be suitable for those attending
an event in the Studio Theatre.
For additional accessible parking
spots, please refer to the map on
page 5.

Volunteer with us!

The Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts
is looking for enthusiastic individuals with a
passion for the arts to volunteer with our team on
performance nights.
For more information visit OakvilleCentre.ca or contact our
Volunteer Coordinator at volunteer.ocpa@oakville.ca.

Directions & Parking

Municiple Parking Spots

From the QEW or 401, exit at Trafalgar Road
(Hwy. 3), drive south to Lakeshore Road, turn
right and park in any of the more than 2,800
parking spots in Downtown Oakville.
To park behind the Oakville Centre, continue
along Lakeshore to Navy Street, turn left on
Navy then make your first right on Water
Street and follow it along the river.

Notes
There are two new “Quick Stop”( 20 minute
maximum) parking spots on the West side of
Navy Street (south bound) between Church
Street and Lakeshore Road East. These offer a
place to drop off patrons going to the Oakville
Centre before parking your car.
There is one new accessible parking spot on
the West side of Navy Street (south bound)
between Church Street and Lakeshore Road
East.

Stre

Park

Accessible Parking Spots

Please note stopping on Navy Street in front
of the theatre to drop off patrons is not
permitted.

The Oakville Centre for the
Performing Arts
130 Navy Street, Oakville, ON L6J 2Z4
Tel: 905-815-2021 OakvilleCentre.ca

Street
Parking Lot

STREET
PARKING LOT
QUICK STOP

Lakeshore Securities Comedy Series

Middle Raged

Friday, September 16, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Middle Raged is a hilarious live sketch comedy
revue starring Geri Hall (22 Minutes, Second
City) and Gary Pearson (MadTV, Corner Gas),
and explores life between 30 and 65 – from
raising kids, to financial stress, to dealing with
elderly parents, to going to more funerals
than weddings, and even trying to keep
romance alive through Outlander role play in
the bedroom. Critics are raving at the special
chemistry and comedy of Gary and Geri as they
send up the time of life when the bloom is off
the rose, and the thorns are sharper than ever.
Review By Bill Brioux
The live sketch comedy Middle Raged played
to a packed audience Saturday night at
the Westdale Theatre in Hamilton, Ont. Ex22 Minutes player Geri Hall and TV writer/
producer Gary Pearson (MADtv, Sunnyside),
wrote and performed the entire show.
The talented duo, friends and neighbours for
years in Oakville, basically threw their own
lives and families into the comedy blender
for this giddy goof on suburban life. There
are shots at IKEA (the brain child of a Nazi!),
God (getting design tips on humans from
two lab nerds) and middle age romance. This
couple turns to TV to act out their date night
fantasies, drawing on Star Trek and Outlander
for kinky inspiration. Doesn’t everyone?

Hall and Pearson also step into the audience
and quiz couples to spark a few totally
improvised segments. The inspiration and the
laughs are spontaneous. Having traveled the
show to the Edmonton Fringe Theatre Festival
to rave reviews, as well as other venues in
Toronto and Oakville, these two have their
timing down pat. A national tour is already in
the planning stages for 2020.
Pearson, a shameless Star Trek spoofster
dating back to his days with the Toronto-based
comedy troupe The Chumps, won’t mind this
comparison: they are the Vulcan Mind Meld of
comedy — their thoughts are as one.
There is a throwaway line in the show where
they even mock themselves. Imagine, one of
them asks, paying 35 bucks a ticket to see a
couple of Canadian actors. Sheesh. That was all
it cost — roughly the service charge for lining
up to buy a ticket to next spring’s Mirvish
production of Hamilton. Why, when you can
go to the city of Hamilton and see Middle
Raged for the same amount!

Dan Cooper Concert Series

Tom Cochrane and Red Rider
Wednesday, September 21, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Over the course of a long and illustrious career
now spanning more than 40 years, the pride of
Lynn Lake, Manitoba has covered more terrain
than the Franklin expedition. From early
beginnings as a folk-based singer/songwriter
playing the coffeehouses of Toronto’s famed
Yorkville scene in the early ‘70s, Tom became
the driving force in adventurous rockers Red
Rider prior to achieving massive international
success (over six million copies sold worldwide
and diamond-sales status at home) with
breakthrough 1991 album Mad Mad World
and its anthemic hit “Life Is A Highway.”
Since then, he has continued to create potent
new material while cementing his place in the
hearts of Canadians through crowd-pleasing
performances from coast to coast and his
unwavering work on behalf of humanitarian
causes and organizations. An Order of Canada
recipient and Canadian Music Hall of Fame
inductee, Cochrane has won eight Juno
awards and numerous other industry honours,
including the 2013 Allan Waters Humanitarian
Award and a Grammy nomination.
In recent years, Cochrane stepped off the
music industry treadmill, but his creative itch
never disappeared. “It gnaws at you when you
haven’t created something for a while,” he
explains. “I tried my hand at painting again,

but I didn’t find it as satisfying as I used to.
There were a number of reasons I wanted to
make another record. First and foremost, if
you’ve got wings you fly! You start to feel that
voice, that muse, the urge to get something
off your chest. That never goes away, it may
just not be as intense at certain times.”
“There is a conditioned cycle that has been
imprinted on me since I was about 26. You get
out there, you read, you talk, you travel, you
experience, you do this stuff that creates a life
then you write about it and attempt to record
it. Sometimes that is really painful, sometimes
it is really joyful. There is drudgery to it. It’s
like flying an aircraft in some senses, with
moments of complete boredom and drudgery
and moments of complete terror, then you
bring the whole thing in for a safe landing!”

Dan Cooper Concert Series

The Musical Box

Thursday & Friday, September 22 & 23, 2022
@ 8:00 p.m.
The greatest rock opera ever created, The Lamb Lies Down on
Broadway, the last collaborative effort between legendary Peter
Gabriel and Genesis, is to be revived one last time... The end of an
era.
The Musical Box, the only group in the world granted a licence
from Peter Gabriel and Genesis, will recreate in its entirety the
original 1974-75 performance in painstaking details, right down to
the original slide show. One final chance to witness this unique live
experience.
Acclaimed for its historical re-enactment of early Genesis, TMB has
performed for more than a million spectators worldwide in some of
the most prestigious venues such as the London Royal Albert Hall
and the Paris Olympia. TMB had the privilege of hosting Phil Collins
as a performing guest. In its quest for authenticity, TMB is cited as
the best interpretation group in the world and the international
reference for early Genesis.

Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

Banff Film Festival

Saturday, September 24, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
The Banff Mountain Film Festival World
Tour brings all the excitement of the Banff
Centre Mountain Film and Book Festival to
audiences around the globe! Traveling to
exotic landscapes and remote cultures and
bringing audiences up-close and personal with
adrenaline-packed action sports, the 2020/2021
World Tour is an exhilarating and provocative
exploration of the mountain world.

Jump To Zero
Jump To Zero is the story of 3 BASE jumpers
changing the paradigm of human-powered
access and female empowerment in action
sports. Knowing that car and plane access have
adverse environmental effects, they set out
to discover how much they can reduce their
impact while still enjoying the places they love
and practicing the sports that bring them joy.

Dog’s Tale
There’s something primal about the feeling of
the forest floor under your paws and smelling
a thousand different smells all at once. The
freedom of the trail is what we long for.

Inside – A Hole New Ski Experience
After an amazing ski tour at the Grand
Ferrand massive in France, where you can
ski through stunning rock caves, a few skiers
decide to take it to the next level in a huge
cave in Slovenia.

Can’t Beat This Place for Fun
This film is a small vignette of Fretwater
Boatworks, a very unique boat crafting shop
that keeps the tradition of wooden dory
building alive whilst honoring the dreams of
Grand Canyon pioneer Martin Litton. These
beautiful boats still represent advocacy toward
wild places compromised and/or lost.
Precious Leader Woman – Audience
Choice Award
Hailing from the remote village of Alert
Bay, British Columbia snowboarder Spencer
O’Brien dedicated her life to becoming a world
champion. But, being driven to win came at
a cost. Snowboarding at the elite level was
taking Spencer further from her Indigenous
heritage than she realized. Precious Leader
Woman tells Spencer’s story from childhood
to the world stage, to coming full circle to
embrace her identity as she pushes forward
bringing her heart and soul to her next
challenge, the backcountry.

Reel Rock 15: Action Directe
French powerhouse Melissa Le Nevé spends
seven years battling insane moves, inner
doubt, and the burden of history to climb the
most revered sport route on earth.
Breaking Trail
As Covid-19 surges amidst ongoing civil
unrest, Emily Ford sets out with a borrowed
sled dog named Diggins to become the first
woman and person of color to thru-hike the
1900 km Ice Age Trail in winter. As the 69-day
journey through subzero temperatures tests
her physical and mental endurance, Emily and
her canine protector develop an unbreakable
bond as they embrace the unexpected
kindness of strangers.

Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Masters of Illusion

Tuesday, September 27, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Masters of Illusion, the hit CW television series
and America’s largest touring magic show is
coming to a theatre near you!

The live tour premiered in September 2011.
The tour has played 250 shows in 136 different
venues, 35 states, 6 countries and 3 continents.

Only the best, most unique, amusing,
astounding and amazing performers have
been chosen to perform in Masters of Illusion.
Master of Illusion is a huge stage phenomenon
born from the multiaward winning television
series “Masters of Illusion,” which is heading
into its 8 th season on the CW in 2021-22.

The Slate “…non-stop magical entertainment.”
“…a performance of a lifetime.” “…simply an
in-your-face live performance that brought the
art of stage illusion to the audience.” “With its
star-studded performance, Masters of Illusion
[Live] took the audience on a roller coaster
ride that never ended.” “…Masters of Illusion
[Live!] amazed, amazed and amazed.”

Masters of Illusion has performed live in front
of tens of thousands of people around the US
for the past seven years and been seen by over
100 million viewers on the CW network as well
as in 126 countries around the world. Masters
of Illusion recently performed in the heart of
the Las Vegas Strip for a limited engagement
at Bally’s Las Vegas in a brand-new show for
the whole family.
Starring the world’s greatest award-winning
magicians, this 21st century magic show is
unlike anything you have seen before - filled
with modern illusions and arts of deception,
performed live on stage. Audiences will be
held at the edge of their seats by the jawdropping grand illusions, and laugh out loud
at the hysterical comedy magic as performers
from around the world combine fantasy,
fervor and flair with magic created in front of
their very eyes.

The Daily Loaf “Sultry, stunning and
spellbinding are spot-on adjectives in
describing Masters of Illusion.” “With no help
from camera tricks or computer graphics – just
astonishing illusions leaving you asking ‘How
did they DO that?’”
The Palm Beach Post “Remarkable
magicians…” “…stunned audience members…

In Conversation With

Dr. Gabor Mate and
Daniel Mate

Wednesday, September 28, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
The Myth of Normal: Trauma, Illness and Healing in a Toxic Culture
by Dr. Gabor Maté with Daniel Maté is a landmark investigation
into the relationship between our emotional wellbeing and social
connectivity, revealing how the pressures of modern life corrode
our physical and mental health.
Dr. Gabor Maté is one of the most innovative thinkers of our
time, revered for his work on addiction, trauma, and the mindbody connection. A holocaust survivor who spent over 4 decades
as a family physician treating those suffering drug addictions in
Vancouver, he is now a global speaker and the author of awardwinning bestsellers. The Myth of Normal is his first book in over 14
years, and it is set to become era-defining.
This event will be moderated by journalist and broadcaster Johanna
Schneller.

Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

Christine Friday

Friday, September 30, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Christine Friday is a proficient resilient
Indigenous storyteller. She began her career
with In the Land of Spirits in 1992 and has
maintained a professional dance career for
over 29 years, choreographing, solo work,
commissioned work, youth creations and full
-scale productions. She is deeply connected to
the cultural wellness of her people and works
hard to maintain cultural traditions and gifts
of her Anishinaabe people.
Her company: Friday Creeations a film and
stage Production Company, allowing her
to transition her skills into filmmaking to
broaden her audience while fulfilling her
potential, as well as the development of a
life-long dream of a Cultural Creation Centre
based in N’Dakimenan - Our Homeland.
She recently won the 2018 KM Hunter Award
for dance through the Ontario arts council,
this award is given to those who demonstrate
an original artistic voice while encouraging the
artist to propel to the next level. Her intention
is to awaken people within themselves,
creating a shift change in the world by
reflecting reality and the human experience.

Join Christine as she connects us to the power
of her Anishinaabek roots, first with the film
Path Without End, a 10 minute documentary
dance film as we witness the Friday family
taking back their power from Shingwauk
residential school and speaking their truth on
their traditional tribal family hunting territory.
Then the live dance piece Firewater
Thunderbird Rising is the transformative
spirit of dance travelling through dimensional
realms of existence - ancestors, dreams, blood
memory and the land directly connected to
our Anishinaabek way of living, awakening
the healing of our Nation’s future.

Lakeshore Securities Comedy Series

Brent Butt

Saturday, October 1, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Brent Butt has been long regarded as one of
the funniest people in Canada. He started
doing stand-up comedy in 1988 and within a
year he was headlining top clubs in Toronto.
Within a couple years he was touring
internationally and performing at major
festivals.

Brent also made the transition to movies, with
the comedic mystery No Clue, and the long
awaited Corner Gas: The Movie both of which
he wrote, produced and starred in. Brent and
the beloved cast have returned to TV in the
adult prime-time animated version, Corner Gas
Animated.

His television appearances quickly secured
his reputation, but he was also busy creating
his own TV series – a sitcom called Corner
Gas. That show became an instant hit with
unprecedented ratings and numerous
accolades including an International Emmy
Award nomination, and was named “Funniest
Show on TV” by TV Guide readers.

Aside from TV and film production, Brent
hosts TheButtpod podcast, creates short
videos for TheButtpod YouTube channel, and
he continues to tour the country performing
standup as often as he can. He has also
stepped into the literary world by writing his
first novel – a dark and gritty psychological
thriller called Huge.

Corner Gas went on to become Canada’s #1
comedy, airing for six seasons, and is currently
seen in more than 60 countries. Brent then
created another sitcom for CTV called Hiccups
which starred himself and Nancy Robertson.
They made 26 episodes of Hiccups over two
seasons, winning multiple LEO awards along
the way.

The opening act for this show will be
comedian Jamie Hutchinson.

The Tenors

Wednesday, October 5, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
The Tenors: Now and Forever
The Tenors have been thrilling audiences around the world for over
a decade with their powerful songs, outstanding harmonies, and
undeniable charm.
Their distinct sound reimagines iconic hits and blends classical music,
contemporary pop, classic rock, folk, and inspired self-penned
original songs. The award winning and multi-platinum selling band
have achieved international success, performing thousands of live
shows and hundreds of national and international TV appearances
on five continents.
Their global success has seen them grace the stages of iconic
theatres, symphony halls, festivals, and arenas worldwide for
audiences of all ages. They have sung for the last four Presidents of
the United States and for hundreds of Fortune 500 companies.
Most recently, The Tenors released their fifth PBS concert special Best
of Our Lives which is airing internationally in 2022. They also put out
new tracks last fall with Canadian pop sensation Tyler Shaw, and a
co-written duet with Jake Hoot – winner of NBC’s The Voice, which
aired on The Kelly Clarkson Show in December.
The Tenors have had the honour of sharing the stage with some
of the biggest names in music including Sir Paul McCartney, Sarah
McLachlan, Sting, Justin Bieber, Andrea Bocelli, Sir Elton John,
Smokey Robinson, Stevie Wonder and David Foster.

Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Pink Floyd: The Wall

Thursday & Friday, October 6 & 7, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Albumism: Pink Floyd’s ‘The Wall’ Turns 40 |
Anniversary Retrospective
November 27, 2019
Sarah Paolantonio
Walls are potent symbols. They mark
boundaries, set borders, bear loads, provide
a base for artistic expression, hide, reveal,
protect, and imprison. Pink Floyd’s The Wall
...captures all of this, sonically, emotionally,
and metaphorically. For me, the substance
of the record—loss, self-loathing, alienation,
loneliness, war, the comfort of being numb—is
overwhelming. But the conflict in the album is
what makes it so powerful.
The Wall marks the beginning of the end
of a run of extremely popular classic Floyd
records, preceded by The Dark Side Of The
Moon (1973), Wish You Were Here (1975), and
Animals (1977). Many Pink Floyd albums came
before and after this series, but they remain
the most accessible and recognizable within
the band’s discography. The Wall is also the
beginning of the end of what was known as
the traditional lineup for the band (that is,
post-Syd Barrett). During recording, Richard
Wright was fired from the group, and Roger
Waters, David Gilmour, and Nick Mason fell
apart as men and as a band.
The vast majority of the album was written by
Waters who based it on his life and personal
experiences. Gilmour shares writing credits
with him on five tracks, and wrote three of
them alone. But the most basic explanation,
if there could be one, is that The Wall is a
concept album and rock opera by Roger
Waters.

The story follows our main character, Pink,
through life: he loses his father in World War
II, is raised alone by his overbearing mother, is
sent to boarding school, becomes a rock star
that no one understands; he becomes famous
and thus isolated, and realizes that performing
in front of so many fans is a proto-Fascism.
He builds a wall to protect himself, every
experience and relationship in life proof that
others are not to be trusted.
The record is full of sound effects: helicopters,
planes, birds, children laughing, playing,
screaming; there’s smashing glass, maniacal
laughing, telephone operators, dial tones, and
unidentified humming machinery. There’s also
a lot of quiet space and time where we, the
listeners, are floating, giving us time to process
what we’re hearing. Listen to The Wall all the
way through, no shuffle, no skipping tracks.
Embrace its weird clutter and storyline. You
must let it happen to you.
The Wall is home to two of the most played
and loved Pink Floyd songs: Another Brick
In The Wall, Part 2 and Comfortably Numb.
They’re two singles that have come to define
the band on classic rock radio, show up on
soundtracks, and long ago declared themselves
Here To Stay. And they should stay, because
when you do isolate them, they fill you up
with all you need to know about The Wall.

Chartwell Retirement Residences Oakville World & Classic Series

Men of the Deeps

Friday, October 14, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
MEN OF THE DEEPS
AFTER THE PIT
To be a coal miner is to have a unique
perspective on life outside the pit. After the
shift is done, after the years are put in, or after
time off is approved.
These men of the dark, with families and
friends to care for above ground, regaled
many a kitchen party crowd with the songs
and stories of their pick and shovel ways. And
so, the coal miners’ legacy was passed around
in spoken word and melody; the ways we
understand it the best.
Come with us as we explore life for the coal
miner…after the pit.
For over fifty years, Cape Breton’s own Men of
the Deeps (MOTD) choir have been travelling
the world as Canadian Ambassadors, singing
and storytelling their way into audiences’
hearts.
The group have spent the past five decades
delivering emotional performances, on large
and small stages; giving us a sense of what
life was like as a miner in a mining town;
preserving and presenting some of our rich
Cape Breton folklore, culture and talent,
touring throughout Canada and most of the
United States, China and Kosovo. They have

been to the Northwest Territories and as far
south as Arizona, Alabama, Florida and the
Appalachian coal mining communities of
Kentucky, Virginia and Pennsylvania. They
have even performed in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Today, the Men of the Deeps are so much
more than just a singing group; they are a
social institution. The camaraderie amongst
the members carries over to their audiences
wherever they perform, pulling show-goers
to their feet, time and time again; making
those who aren’t home, homesick, and those
who are home, proud. Clad in authentic
mining coveralls and hard hats, they make an
impressive impact when they enter a concert
hall in total darkness with only the lamps on
their helmets for light.

In Conversation With

Ann-Marie MacDonald

Thursday, October 20, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
Ann-Marie MacDonald is a best-selling novelist, playwright, actor,
and television presenter based in Montreal and Toronto. Her work
in all capacities has been honoured with multiple awards. Her plays
are produced and published internationally. She is author of Fall on
Your Knees, The Way the Crow Flies, and Adult Onset. Her work is
translated into seventeen languages.
In 2019, Ann-Marie was made an Officer of the Order of Canada
in recognition of her contribution to the arts and her LGBTQ2SI+
activism. Her new play, Hamlet-911 premieres this summer at The
Stratford Festival.
The moderator for this event will be fellow playwright, actor, and
friend Beverley Cooper.

Studio Series

Arlene

Saturday, October 22, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Arlene Paculan creates soulful pop with
passion. The Filipino-Canadian’s recent
successful album, Home With You has been
embraced by many including CBC Radio 1, The
Coast 89.7 (Glace Bay, NS), 105.9 The Region
(Markham, ON) and 99.1 FM (Wallaceburg/
Dresden, ON). Arlene was recently named
the Best Pop Artist for the Mississauga Music
Awards. She also received runner-up for NOW
Toronto Magazine’s Best Songwriter for 2015
and she was in the Top 10 Regional Finals for
CBC’s Searchlight Contest in the same year.
With her song, I’m Worth It, her message is
to remind individuals to trust and believe
that they can achieve anything they put their
minds to. She campaigns the idea globally
and represents an empowering positive
voice for women. As Executive Producer for
her company, Let’s Make Good Productions
(LMG), she produces many events including
WonderFest which showcases local talent and
offers free workshops to all ages. The goal
of LMG is to spread empowerment through
art. For this, she was awarded 2014’s Hazel
McCallion Volunteer of the Year MARTY
Award in acknowledgment of her work
encouraging others to be creative in their daily
lives.
Arlene is also a TV personality who the
hosted Night Time with Arlene Paculan and
is currently hosting a tv show called Striving
Artist which showcases artists making a living
off of their creativity.
Arlene has graced many stages across Toronto,
including Nathan Phillips Square, Yonge &
Dundas Square and Mississauga Celebration

Square. In addition to her performances
around the GTA, she has also performed in LA,
NYC, Anaheim, across Canada, and adventured
through her first European tour in the fall of
2015 playing in front of audiences in England,
Scotland, Holland and France. She has opened
for Canadian songstress Jill Barber, as part of
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration and
performed at the Beaches International Jazz
Street Fest.
Arlene is a graduate of the Randolph Academy
for the Performing Arts in Toronto and also
studied piano through the Royal Conservatory
of Music. Her debut EP album I’m Worth It
was released under the production team,
Kuya Productions. Rob Rapiti from BLR
Entertainment has described her voice as
“haunting, yet passionate”. Who knew such a
“beautiful, natural singing voice” could come
from such a shy little girl who used to whisper
in conversation growing up?
Before songwriting, Arlene has graced the
stage as an actress, garnering the roles in
such plays and musicals as Juliet (Romeo &
Juliet), Nancy (Oliver), Rizzo (Grease), Laurey
(Oklahoma), Kate (Shotgun Wedding), Puck (A
Midsummer Night’s Dream), Tiger Lily (Peter
Pan), and Josie Pye (Anne of Green Gables).

Dan Cooper Concert Series

Northern Pikes & the Pursuit of
Happiness
Wednesday, October 26, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Two of Canada’s beloved bands join forces
to present a special night of music on The
Northern Happiness Tour. The Northern Pikes
bring hits like “She Ain’t Pretty”, “Girl With a
Problem” and “Things I Do for Money” while
The Pursuit of Happiness bring “I’m an Adult
Now”, “Hard to Laugh” and “She’s So Young”
plus many more.
About The Pursuit of Happiness:
Juno-Award winning, Canadian alternative
power pop band The Pursuit of Happiness
(TPOH) recently announced the details of a
remastered deluxe edition of their 1988 debut
album, Love Junk in celebration of the 30th
anniversary since its release.
Love Junk was originally produced by longtime collaborator Todd Rundgren and went
on to be certified platinum in Canada. Today
it is recognized as one of the Top 100 debut
albums ever released, anywhere. The deluxe
edition of the album includes unreleased
demo and live versions, along with the original
indie tracks that were recorded and released
that landed the band their deal with Chrysalis
Records in 1988. Along with the stand out
track, “I’m An Adult Now”, the album is
known for its alternative radio staples “Killed
By Love”, “Hard to Laugh” and “She’s So
Young”.
TPOH are excited to return to the stage and
play their nostalgic songs for fans across the
country.

About The Northern Pikes:
The Northern Pikes have been a band for 34
years and in 2017 they put out a special 30th
anniversary edition of their beloved debut
album, Big Blue Sky and the band embarked
on a national tour (first in over a decade) in
support of their re-release. Both the record
and their performance feature the hits
“Teenland”, “Things I Do For Money” and
“Dancing In A Dance Club”. These were the
songs that helped the group explode out of
Saskatchewan and become fixtures and stars
on radio and MuchMusic.

In Conversation With

Linwood Barclay

Thursday, October 27, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
Linwood Barclay is the New York Times bestselling author of twenty
previous novels, and two thrillers for children. His books have been
translated into more than two dozen languages. He wrote the
screenplay adaptation for his novel Never Saw it Coming and his
book The Accident has been made into a TV series in France. His
novel No Time for Goodbye was a global bestseller.
Inspired by his decades-long love of cars, internationally bestselling
author Linwood Barclay envisions a world in which automotive
technology outpaces our wildest dreams—and our darkest
nightmares—in a gripping new novel of action and suspense.
These headlights are watching you…

In Conversation With

David A. Robertson

Thursday, November 1, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
David A. Robertson, a writer and freelance journalist, is the
recipient of the Writers’ Union of Canada Freedom to Read Award.
His memoir, Black Water, won the Carol Shields Winnipeg Book
Award and the Alexander Kennedy Isbister Award for Non-Fiction.
His middle-grade fantasy series, The Misewa Saga, includes the
#1 national bestseller The Barren Grounds. He won the Governor
General’s Literary Award for the illustrated books On the Trapline
and When We Were Alone. Robertson is also the writer and host of
the award-winning podcast Kiwew. The Theory of Crows is his first
novel for adults. David A. Robertson is a member of Norway House
Cree Nation. He lives in Winnipeg.
This event will be moderated by author Jael Richardson.

Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

Aretha Franklin: Gold

Thursday, November 3, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
RockNYC
Aretha Franklin Gold
Iman Lababedi
June 10, 2020
The Greatest Hits collection died on us.
Streaming and Playlists killed it. What we have
now is boxed sets, deep dives into outtakes,
alternate takes and concurrent live tracks and
that’s all fine for what it’s worth, but it isn’t
Bob Marley’s Legend and it isn’t Bob Dylan’s
Greatest Hits Volume Two, and it isn’t album
#19, Aretha Gold -Franklin’s 1969 jump into
the heart of her Atlantic Records recordings
from 1966 – 1968 by keeping attention on
singles from six albums that are one definition
of soul music.
Clearly, America was and should have been
buying the albums, but for those who weren’t
Aretha takes you through singles and flip
sides, from “I Never Loved a Man (The Way I
Love You)” to “See Saw” -in between she has
two covers of white artists, “(You Make Me
Feel Like) A Natural Woman” and “I Say A
Little Prayer” -one of which is definitive and
the other which would be definitive if Dionne
Warwick hadn’t beaten her to it.
Also, the #blackwomenslivesmatter “Respect”
headlines a set of huge songs that defined the
turbulence of the 1960s in ways that music
doesn’t quite define us now, all the while
reaching the Hot 100 from the blues “Dr.

Feelgood (Love Is A Serious Business)”, the
funk banger “Prayer” B-Side “The House That
Jack Built” making it onto an album, and a
tribute to her childhood crush with “You Send
Me”.
As a sustained piece of art, it doesn’t function
as thoroughly as, say Oldies But Goldies, but
as a power drilled distillation of one of the
greatest runs of albums of all time through
their poppiest moments, it never loses sight of
its intentions: taking the cream and making
it creamier. Getting the singles in one place.
Slapping them into shape. Making it not a
story, it isn’t an album of movement, but
making it easier to glom on to and follow.
Gold is completely useful as well as being a
fourteen song, 39 minute, album of consistent
funkiness and soulfulness, with nothing you
may question about Aretha.
All these years later, if you wanted to
introduce someone who had never heard
Aretha to Lady Soul, you should start here:
only Gospel is missing.

Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

ILL-Abilities

Friday, November 4, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
ILL-ABILITIES™ is an International Breakdance Crew comprised of
seven active members from around the world:
Redouan “Redo” Ait Chitt (The Netherlands)
Sergio “Checho” Carvajal (Chile)
Jung Soo “Krops” Lee (South Korea)
Jacob “Kujo” Lyons (U.S.A)
Lucas “Perninha” Machado (Brazil)
Luca “Lazylegz” Patuelli (Canada)
Samuel Henrique “Samuka” da Silveira Lima (Brazil)
This crew originated from an idea by Montreal-based dancer/
motivational speaker Luca “Lazylegz” Patuelli to create an allstar team of some of the world’s best differently-abled dancers.
ILL-ABILITIES™ was officially formed in 2007, with four founding
members Lazyegz, Tommy Guns, Kujo, and Checho whose goal was
to compete and perform internationally showing the world that
anything is possible.
The crew gets its name from the standard in hip-hop culture of
using a negative term to refer to something positive. Examples
of this can be heard in studios or at competitions where dancers
compliment each other by saying they were bad, nasty or mean.
The “ill” in ILL-ABILITIES™ does not refer to “sick” or “unwell” but
rather to incredible, amazing, intricate, talent.
Rather than seeing the negative limitations of “disability”, this
crew focuses on their positive, or “ill”, abilities.
Once they started performing together, the dancers of ILLABILITIES™ quickly realized their potential to inspire audience
members with their positive attitudes and unique dance moves so
they expanded their goal.
Today, ILL-ABILITIES™ spreads positive thinking by sharing their
stories with motivational entertainment programs and theatrical
dance performances worldwide.

Dan Cooper Concert Series

The Robert Cray Band

Monday, November 14, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Robert Cray That’s What I Heard (Nozzle
Records/Thirty Tigers) Produced by Steve
Jordan
“Funky, cool and bad,” is how Robert Cray
describes his latest album, That’s What I
Heard. “I thought if it we could get this thing
that Sam Cooke used to have, the kind of
sound that early Sam Cooke records had, that
we could pull this off,” says producer Steve
Jordan. Over the past four decades, Cray has
created a sound that rises from American
roots, blues, soul and R&B, with five Grammy
wins, 20 acclaimed studio albums and a bundle
of live albums that punctuate the Blues Hall of
Famer’s career.
On That’s What I Heard, Robert celebrates
the music of Curtis Mayfield, Bobby “Blue”
Bland, The Sensational Nightingales and more,
alongside four newly written songs. Cray
and Jordan go way back, having met during
the making of the Chuck Berry documentary
Hail! Hail! Rock ’n’ Roll, in 1987. They started
working together in 1999, when Jordan
produced the Grammy-winning Take Your
Shoes Off, and the recent Grammy-nominated
LP, Robert Cray & Hi Rhythm. That’s What I
Heard is their sixth album.
“Once you start working with Steve, it’s kind
of hard to get away from him,” said Robert.
The music on That’s What I Heard falls into
two camps, the sweet and the funky. Of the
former, “You’re the One” comes from the
Bobby “Blue” Bland songbook. “There’s this
thing where I feel you kind of gotta get out
of your own head when you’re covering one
of your heroes,” Cray explained. “Bobby’s one

of those. You just let yourself go, and do the
song because you love it.” Don Gardner’s “My
Baby Likes to Boogaloo” and the Billy Sha-Rae
minor hit, “Do It” are acknowledged rarities
(the originals can be heard on the compilation,
Groove & Grind: Rare Soul).
“Do It” is leaner and meaner, the sort of barebones funk that defined the Detroit club
sound in the early ’70s with Sha-Rae, Dennis
Coffey, and Earl Van Dyke. Cray’s steamroller
rendition gets a little extra push from guest
guitarist Ray Parker, Jr., who played in ShaRae’s band as a teen. “Burying Ground” is a
sacred song from the Sensational Nightingales,
inspired by Cray’s youth, when Sundays on the
stereo were reserved for his parents’ gospel
records.
Curtis Mayfield wrote “You’ll Want Me Back”
for Major Lance, and Cray wrote “To Be with
You” for his late friend, Tony Joe White. “Hot”
is another Cray original. “As for the lyrics, “We
always say to ourselves, ‘I’m old, but I’m hot,’”
he said, and laughed. Spotted hanging around
the studio, Steve Perry sang harmony vocals on
“Promises You Can’t Keep,” written by Steve
Jordan, Kim Wilson and Danny Kortchmar.
“Robert is just a great person besides being
extraordinary talent,” adds Jordan. “People
gravitate to his guitar playing first, but I think
he’s one of the best singers I’ve heard in my
life. Not only because of his singing ability, but
his interpretations. He’s such an honest soul in
my opinion.”

Dan Cooper Concert Series

Serena Ryder

Tuesday, November 15, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Toronto-based vocal powerhouse Serena Ryder is a platinum-selling
artist adored by fans, peers and critics alike, in part due to her raw
and earnest songwriting, and beautifully electric live performances.
She has won seven prestigious JUNO Awards, including the 2022
Adult Contemporary Album of the Year for her recent record: The
Art of Falling Apart. Serena has received several further accolades,
including Canada’s Walk of Fame Allan Slaight Music Impact
Honour, the Margaret Trudeau Mental Health Advocacy Award, and
a Canadian Screen Award for Achievement in Music–Original Song.
With The Art of Falling Apart, Serena invites listeners to join her
mental wellness journey and helps us understand the importance
of sitting with the uncomfortable moments and the wisdom in
their messages. Over a driving pop sound bursting with irresistible
rhythms, pulsing bass lines, and the full range of her powerful
and expressive voice, she pulls listeners through her own winding,
transformational journey, detailing despair, toxic relationships, and
breakdowns alongside hope, joy, and big, big love.

Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

Home for Christmas

Thursday, November 17, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
Friday, November 18, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 19, 2022 @ 2& 7:00 p.m.
In this charming, humourous, Christmas tale, The Clayton family
has scattered to every part of the country. Some of them have been
successful and some have difficult problems. Their parent isn’t well
and this may be their last Christmas. In an effort to turn back the
clock and relive Christmas from their childhood the family comes
together to recapture something they seem to have lost.

Studio Series

Joëlle Rabu

Friday, November 18, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
“Rabu is Edith Piaf, Bette Midler and Carole
Burnett all rolled into one extraordinary
performer. Her passion-filled voice is spinetingling and her stage presence electric.”
With a music career spanning over 3 decades,
Canadian singer-songwriter-actor Joëlle Rabu
is being drawn back to the stage as she joins
forces with her son, multi-instrumentalist, Nico
Rhodes.
A two-time Jessie Award winner and Juno
nominee, Joëlle has won international
critical acclaim for her theatrical portrayal
of the Parisian chanteuse, Edith Piaf, the
iconic singer whose recordings were heard
throughout Joëlle’s French upbringing. Joëlle
has toured throughout five continents and
won numerous accolades for her torch singing
style and engaging stage presence. She has
starred in many theatre productions and has
made several guest appearances with major
symphony orchestras across Canada and the
USA. Well-known for her ability to delve into
several musical styles, Joëlle’s interpretation
of classic European cabaret-style tunes, jazz
melodies, and heart wrenching torch songs has
left audiences spellbound.
A rising star in his own right, Joëlle’s son, Nico
was raised on tour with his singer mom and
lighting designer dad and a trio of musicians
who nurtured his musical upbringing ‘by
osmosis.’ At 17, he was introduced to musical

theatre, and he has since directed, arranged,
and performed in more than 30 stage shows
across Canada, and by the time Nico was 25
he had orchestrated two symphonic shows,
one being his mother’s nationally treasured
musical drama Tonight…Piaf. Nico is a gifted
arranger who uses his extensive pianistic skills
to frame and enhance the intimate power of
his mother’s superb vocal interpretations.
“Nico Rhodes’ musical ability is nothing short
of stunning with breathtakingly fresh sounds
and style radiating from this young musician
whose hands effortlessly fly across a keyboard
leaving us in utter amazement and jumping to
our feet at the end of a solo!”
The connection that these two versatile
performers have on stage is electric. The
humorous banter that can only stem from
their intergenerational points of view; their
life’s paths that have caused heartache and
laughter; their vulnerability is the fodder that
creates musicality and theatricality into an
unforgettable evening of lively entertainment
and lush musical moments.

Dan Cooper Concert Series

Steve Hackett: Genesis Revisited
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 1, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Friday, December 2, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
Steve Hackett is renowned as an immensely
talented and innovative rock musician. He
was lead guitarist with Genesis as part of their
classic line up with Gabriel, Collins, Banks
and Rutherford, that produced acclaimed
albums such as Selling England by the Pound
(a favourite of John Lennon). With Steve’s
extraordinary versatility in both his electric
guitar playing and his composing, he involves
influences from many genres, including
Jazz, World Music and Blues. He is equally
adept in his classical albums that include
renditions of pieces by composers from Bach
to Satie, and has recorded ambitious guitar/
orchestra albums such as A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, which was recorded with the Royal
Philharmonic.
With Genesis, Steve’s guitar playing produced
some of the most memorable moments,
from the sensitivity of his acoustic sound on
Horizons and Blood on the Rooftops to the
dramatic rock guitar solos of Firth of Fifth
and Fountain of Salmacis. As he embarked on
his solo career he developed his exceptional
range, pushing musical boundaries into
exciting areas, inventing new sounds and also
techniques such as ‘tapping’. His solo career
went from strength to strength and the mid
eighties not only saw the hit single Cell 151,
but also the Steve Hackett and Steve Howe
super group GTR.

Steve’s live electric gigs take his fans on an
extraordinary journey drawn from a rich
musical heritage. Perennial Genesis favourites
such as the mighty Firth Of Fifth sit alongside
solo classics, while more recent solo material
is also included, demonstrating that Steve
is an artist still at the very top of his game.
Supported by some of the best musicians
on the planet, Steve’s unique guitar work
remains the fulcrum on which this challenging
and exhilarating show is balanced. Genesis’
induction into the Rock And Roll Hall Of Fame
in March 2010 stands as a testament to the
enduring qualities of their music.
Never one to rest on his laurels, Steve
continues to blaze a trail with new material
and is an exhilarating and ground-breaking
artist. Following the success of his album
Wolflight, his latest album The Night Siren
gained even more notoriety, charting in
several countries and reaching the top 30 in
the UK charts.

Acura of Oakville Family Series

Alice in Wonderland

Saturday, December 3, 2022 @ 1 & 4:00 p.m.
Alice refuses to do her schoolwork. She prefers to play and
daydream in her father’s study where she stumbles across a strange
rabbit that nibbles on books.
Wanting to stop him from eating all the books, she follows him
into his rabbit hole. That is how she discovers Wonderland, a world
inhabited by many strange characters: an egg sitting on a wall who
is afraid to fall, a philosopher caterpillar, a mad hatter, the queen
of a castle of cards who loves to cut off heads… an intriguing
universe where the rabbits are always late and where arguments
lead to friendship… Faithful to the unbridled humour and madness
of the original tale, this adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s famous book
is crammed with surprises which bring the vast range of colourful
characters to life.
Prepare to be amazed by the ingenious set in which we discover
that each book becomes a door to the next adventure. An homage
to reading, Alice in Wonderland becomes a window into our
imagination… Will you follow the white rabbit?

To view the playbill for Alice in Wonderland
please scan this QR code.

Paradiso Dance, Drama and Film Series

RH Thomson’s
A Christmas Carol

Saturday, December 10, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
RH Thomson, legendary star of Canadian stage, screen and
television, will be appearing in Charles Dickens’ solo touring version
of his most famous story, A Christmas Carol.
Thompson takes on all of the time-honoured roles in this festive
classic, including Jacob Marley, Mr. Fezziwig, Bob Cratchett, and of
course the inimitable Ebenezer Scrooge. He will be accompanied
by a trio of singer-musicians, including Freeplay and fiddler Sarah
Shugarman.
This is fun for the entire family!

Lakeshore Securities Classic Albums Live Series

John Lennon and the Beatles
Christmas

Thursday & Friday, December 22 & 23, 2022 @ 8:00 p.m.
The Story of... ‘Happy Xmas (War is Over)’ by
John Lennon
3 December 2020
“So this is Christmas...” is perhaps one of the
most famous opening lines of any Christmas
song to date, but just what was the message
behind John lennon and Yoko Ono’s iconic
track? The 1971 track is one of the world’s
most popular Christmas songs, and one that
also contained a political message that is still
resonant to this day.
But what inspired the song and how was it
made?
Here’s all the big facts: The song came about
after two years of peace activism by John
Lennon and his wife Yoko Ono, that began
with the ‘bed-ins’ they created in March
and May 1969. The song was part of an
international multimedia campaign launched
by the couple in December 1969, at the height
of the counterculture movement and protests
against America’s involvement in the Vietnam
War. They rented billboard spaces in 12 major
cities around the world, for the display of
posters that declared “WAR IS OVER! If You
Want It – Happy Christmas from John & Yoko”.
The slogan had previously appeared in the
1968 anti-war songs ‘The War Is Over’ by Phil
Ochs, and ‘The Unknown Soldier’ by the Doors.
However, it is not known if this was deliberate
or merely coincidental.
Lennon came up with the song as a way of
continuing the themes of social unity and
peaceful change via personal accountability...
while attempting to convey optimism
and avoiding the sentimentality he felt

characterised Christmas music. In 1971, with
just a simple melody and half-formed lyrics,
Lennon recorded an acoustic guitar demo in
his room at the St Regis Hotel in New York
City, where he and Ono were living at the
time.
When Lennon first played the demo for Phil
Spector, the producer said that the song’s
opening line, “So this is Christmas…”, was
rhythmically identical to his 1961 single ‘I Love
How You Love Me’ by the Paris Sisters. Lennon
also instructed the guitarists to play mandolin
riffs similar to the ones heard in ‘Try Some, Buy
Some’, a song Spector and George Harrison
had produced for his wife, Ronnie Spector, of
the Ronettes. The chords and melodic structure
of the song are rather similar to the traditional
English ballad ‘Skewball’. The verses are
particularly similar to the 1963 version (titled
‘Stewball’) by Peter, Paul and Mary.
It peaked at number four in 1972, and has
charted many since. In 1980, in the weeks
after Lennon’s death, it reached number two,
behind his other classic ‘Imagine’. On its US
debut in 1971, it wasn’t a success. This was due
to the single’s late release, which resulted in
limited airplay before Christmas, and a lack of
promotion at the time.

